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	Immigration and Asylum
Holyrood Parliamentary Questions
Kenny MacAskill (S2W-27886): To ask the Scottish Executive how many citizens of the A8 countries have migrated to Scotland since these countries’ entry to the European Union in 2004, broken down by country of origin.
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-06/bb-08-28e.htm 
Kenny MacAskill (S2W-27887): To ask the Scottish Executive what information it has on the contribution to the Scottish economy of workers from the A8 countries.
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-06/bb-08-28e.htm 

Kenny MacAskill (S2W-27888)  : To ask the Scottish Executive what information it has on the skills possessed by workers from the A8 countries who have entered the Scottish job market.
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-06/bb-08-28e.htm 

Kenny MacAskill (S2W-27889): To ask the Scottish Executive what information it has on employment levels amongst migrants to Scotland from the A8 countries.
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-06/bb-08-28e.htm 




	Immigration and Asylum

Holyrood Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Kenny MacAskill (S2W-27890): To ask the Scottish Executive what information it has on the age profile of migrants to Scotland from the A8 countries.
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-06/bb-08-28e.htm 

Kenny MacAskill (S2W-27891): To ask the Scottish Executive what its position is on whether Bulgarian and Romanian citizens should be allowed access to the Scottish job market if the two countries enter the European Union in 2007.
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-06/bb-08-28e.htm 

Kenny MacAskill (S2W-27892) : To ask the Scottish Executive what discussions it has had with the UK Government concerning the decision over whether to allow Bulgarian and Romanian citizens access to the UK job market if the two countries enter the EU in 2007 and whether it will provide details of these discussions.
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-06/bb-08-28e.htm 

Maureen Macmillan (S2W-27932): To ask the Scottish Executive what plans it has to monitor the number of children newly presenting at primary and secondary schools at the start of the new term who require support in respect of English as a second language in each local authority area.
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-06/bb-08-28e.htm
Maureen Macmillan (S2W-27933): To ask the Scottish Executive whether local authorities have sufficient resources to support the increasing numbers of pupils with English as a second language needs and whether it plans to hold discussions with local authorities and teachers’ representatives on how best to address the needs of these children.
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-06/bb-08-28e.htm
Kenny MacAskill (S2W-28039): To ask the Scottish Executive how many unaccompanied asylum seeker children have been in residential care in each year since 1999, broken down by (a) month and (b) local authority area.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-06/bb-09-04e.htm 
Linda Fabiani (S2W-27026): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it will consider making Education Maintenance Allowance available to children of asylum seekers and to unaccompanied asylum seeker children.

Reply from Nicol Stephen: The Scottish Executive has no current plans to extend Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA) support to this group of young people.
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/pqa/wa-06/wa0904.htm 



	Immigration and Asylum (continued)
Westminster Parliamentary Questions
Andy Love [64109]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what (a) essential needs and (b) minimum weekly costs of unsuccessful asylum seekers his Department is required to meet; and if he will make a statement.

Reply from Tony McNulty: Destitute unsuccessful asylum seeking families with minor dependants normally continue to receive support under section 95 of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999. The average cost of section 95 support, including accommodation and subsistence, from un-audited April 2005 to November 2005 financial information, is estimated at £141 per person per week. Other destitute unsuccessful asylum applicants who meet the eligibility criteria may be supported under section four of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999. Support is normally provided in self-catering accommodation with vouchers provided for the purchase of food and essential toiletries. The average cost of section four support for the period April 2005 to November 2005 is estimated at £129 per person per week.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm060904/text/60904w2265.htm#0609077000015 
Martin Linton [84812]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what the average cost of processing an asylum application, including support, is according to the most recently available figures. 

Reply from Liam Byrne: The most recently audited figure for the average cost of processing an asylum application in the Immigration Nationality Directorate, including support, is £3,050. This figure represents the average cost for asylum screening and initial decision but excludes legal aid and is derived from the National Audit Office report “Improving the Speed and Quality of Asylum Decisions”, HC535 Session 2003-04, publication date 23 June 2004.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm060904/text/60904w2265.htm#0609077016590 
David Davies [85101]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what the daily food budget is per person for asylum seekers in asylum seeker detention centres.

Reply from Liam Byrne: The average daily cost of detaining a person in an immigration removal centre is £116. This includes the cost of providing three meals a day for each detainee.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm060904/text/60904w2265.htm#0609077016594 



	Immigration and Asylum
Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Greg Clark [85747]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how many removals of failed asylum applicants have been made in the last (a) one, (b) three and (c) 12 months. 

Reply from Liam Byrne: Information relating to the number of removals of asylum applicants is available from the Quarterly Asylum Statistics bulletin published in May 2006. At present the latest figures available correspond to the first quarter of 2006. Statistics on immigration and asylum, including the Quarterly Asylum bulletin, are available on the Home Office’s research Development and Statistics website at: http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/immigration1.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm060904/text/60904w2265.htm#0609077016600 
Greg Clark [85749]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what the difference has been between the number of failed asylum seekers removed and the number of new applications for asylum in each of the last 12 months.

Reply from Liam Byrne: Information on the number of failed asylum seekers removed and the number of new applications for asylum has been published as part of the public performance target: removing more failed asylum seekers than new anticipated unfounded applications. Copies of this report are available at the IND website: 

 http://www.ind.homeoffice.gov.uk/6353/aboutus/tippingpointsresults.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm060904/text/60904w2265.htm#0609077016602 
Robert Walter [75518]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how many children have been detained for 21 days or more in immigration detention centres in each of the last 10 years. 

Reply from Liam Byrne: Period statistics covering October to December 2005 have been published in the latest Quarterly Asylum bulletin. Published editions of this bulletin and other information on immigration and asylum are available on the Home Office's Research Development and Statistics website at: 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/immigration1.html.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm060904/text/60904w2265.htm#0609077016614 
David Davis [87297]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how many Immigration Service staff were employed at UK (a) seaports and (b) airports in each of the last five years. 

Reply from John Reid: Overall, numbers of Border Control staff have risen. In 2001 the figure for full-time equivalent immigration control staff was 1,830.2, in 2002 the figure was 2,194, in 2003 the figure was 2,322.7, in 2004 the figure was 2,474.7, in 2005 the figure was 2,501.4 and in 2006 the figure is currently 3,594.6.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm060904/text/60904w2266.htm#0609077016618 


	Immigration and Asylum
Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Lynne Featherstone [88653]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how many prosecutions have been made under the Immigration, Asylum and Nationality Act 2006.

Reply from Gerry Sutcliffe: Information on prosecutions is taken from the court proceedings database held by the Office for Criminal Justice Reform. The most recent year for which data is available is 2004. Data for 2005 will be available in the autumn of 2006, and data for 2006 will be available in the autumn of 2007.

Some sections of the Immigration, Asylum and Nationality Act 2006 came into force in June this year and the other sections are being progressively commenced over time. Information on prosecutions under the Immigration, Asylum and Nationality Act 2006 is therefore not yet available.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm060904/text/60904w2266.htm#0609077016620 
Andrew Turner [85905]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what (a) mechanisms are in place and (b) methodology is employed to assess the impact of international migration on (i) cultural and community cohesion, (ii) housing demand and (iii) the economy, wage-levels and unemployment when determining (A) his policy on immigration and (B) the accepted number of migrants to this country.

Reply from Liam Byrne: The Government set no target figure for the number of migrants to Britain, but shapes their policies regarding admission to the country on the basis of their international and humanitarian obligations and of the interests of the nation. In doing so they do not rely on any single mechanism or methodology, but draw on a wide range of statistical and other data to reach their assessments.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm060904/text/60904w2280.htm#0609077000101 
Anthony Steen [82623]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how many children born abroad have been placed on the National Register for Unaccompanied Children since it was established; what steps are taken to identify whether these children are the victims of trafficking; and how many children on the register are estimated to be the victims of trafficking. 

Reply from Vernon Coaker: The National Register of Unaccompanied Children (NRUC), which is not a Home Office system, is operated by the London borough of Westminster on behalf of the London Asylum Seekers Consortium.

It is difficult to quantify the number of child victims of trafficking because traffickers go to great lengths to conceal their exploitation of children. We have no centrally collated data on the numbers of children trafficked into the UK. To help to assess the nature and extent of child trafficking we have commissioned the Child Exploitation and Online Protection Centre to undertake a study, which we anticipate being completed by the autumn.

The Immigration Nationality Directorate takes its responsibilities towards children very seriously. We are looking at ways to improve the specialist services these children require, including the additional needs of those who may have been trafficked.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm060904/text/60904w2298.htm#0609077000206 


	Immigration and Asylum
Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
David Davis (90865):To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what estimate he has made of the total annual cost of Government support to failed asylum seekers resident in the UK in each of the last nine years.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmordbk1/60911w01.htm 

David Evennett (90822):To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what the Government's policy is on limits on immigration from Romania and Bulgaria following their accession to the EU in January 2007.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmordbk1/60911w01.htm
Frank Field (90727):To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, if he will undertake a public debate before the Government decides whether to give citizens of Romania and Bulgaria free access to the UK labour market in 2007.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmordbk1/60911w01.htm
Press Releases 
New legislation strengthens borders
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/about-us/news/strengthen-borders 

Powerful new measures to strengthen our borders 
http://www.ind.homeoffice.gov.uk/aboutus/newsarchive/powerfulnewmeasuresto 

More support for Fresh Talent in universities

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2006/09/05121248 

Important information regarding Certificate of Approval (COA) for marriage or civil partnership applications
http://www.ind.homeoffice.gov.uk/aboutus/newsarchive/importantinformationregardingcoa 
New publication
Inter-Agency Partnership Newsletter

http://www.scottishrefugeecouncil.org.uk/info/IAP_Aug_06 
News
800 migrant workers now homeless   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/68909.html


	Immigration and Asylum
News  (continued)
Immigration free for all can't go on   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/opinion.cfm?id=1268362006
Dentist wins right to stay and work in Scotland   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1271942006
Britain is enriched by its Poles of growth

http://business.timesonline.co.uk/article/0,,16849-2331607,00.html 

Immigrants? The more the merrier   

http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/opinion/columnists/lifestyle/joanburnie/#story1
Polish offer rich vein of blood

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/north_east/5297908.stm 

Businesses call for open-door policy for new EU immigrants   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/uk.cfm?id=1280492006
Britain to limit workers from new EU members   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1290082006
Permit scheme to cut flow of east Europeans

http://politics.guardian.co.uk/homeaffairs/story/0,,1861638,00.html 

Caley's effort to woo north Poles   

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/highlands_and_islands/5296064.stm
Blair set to tighten up work permits   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/69254.html
Chilean refugee wins his fight to stay here   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/69234.html
Ties that bind   

http://www.thecourier.co.uk/output/2006/09/01/features.asp
Eastern European migrants swell homeless stats

http://www.scvo.org.uk/scvo/NewsAndEvents/ViewArticles.aspx?f=h&al=t&pid=5328 

Why minorities feel marginalised

http://www.guardian.co.uk/race/story/0,,1859561,00.html 



	Immigration and Asylum
News  (continued)
Leaflet help for immigrant workers   

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/hi/news/5056736.html
UK urged to open its doors to Romanians   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/uk.cfm?id=1307662006
Event helps migrant workers feel at home   

http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149664&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149490&contentPK=15337038&folderPk=85696
Britons want migrant worker curbs, says survey

http://www.guardian.co.uk/immigration/story/0,,1864269,00.html 

Scotland will lose out if we tighten up on immigration   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/features/69501.html
Protection urged for women migrants   

http://news.scotsman.com/latest.cfm?id=1318162006
Housing professionals 'concerned' at public's view of asylum seekers

http://www.24dash.com/news/1/9936/index.htm 
Restrictions on migrant workers will damage economy says MSP

http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149971&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149970&contentPK=15370109&folderPk=85766&pNodeId=206467
Influx means the doctor won't see you now   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/edinburgh.cfm?id=1328072006
GPs’ immigrant patient fears refuted    

http://www.thecourier.co.uk/output/2006/09/09/newsstory8739284t0.asp
Docs swamped by huge influx of immigrants

http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/tm_objectid=17713129%26method=full%26siteid=66633%26headline=docs%2dswamped%2dby%2dhuge%2dinflux%2dof%2dimmigrants-name_page.html 

Seven held in raid on top restaurant   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1333832006
Restaurant's staff held   

http://scotlandonsunday.scotsman.com/edinburgh.cfm?id=1336332006



	Immigration and Asylum
News  (continued)
Cash-for-repatriation sees huge increase in number of Iraqis returning to homeland   

http://www.sundayherald.com/57856
McConnell fast-tracks new EU migrants   

http://scotlandonsunday.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1335982006
Found: migrants with the mostest   

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/newspaper/0,,176-2350633,00.html
Minorities 'ignored' by urban renewal   

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/newspaper/0,,176-2350634,00.html
Homeless Poles too ashamed to leave UK   

http://observer.guardian.co.uk/uk_news/story/0,,1868980,00.html
TOP



	Race Relations
Holyrood Parliamentary Motion
Roseanna Cunningham (S2M-4731): Overt Acts of Religious Belief — That the Parliament notes with great concern the damage done to Scotland’s international reputation by the reported decision to caution Artur Boruc for making the sign of the cross during a football match; notes the belated explanation from the Crown Office that the caution related to gestures other than the sign of the cross, and believes that, in view of the damage already done, the Lord Advocate should make an explicit statement to the effect that overt expressions of religious belief are not and will not be regarded as criminal acts in Scotland.
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-06/bb-09-04f.htm
Holyrood Petitions
(PE992) Petition by Hugh M Cartwright on behalf of the Synod of the Free Presbyterian Church of Scotland calling for the Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish Executive to consider and debate the need for a weekly day of rest from work throughout Scotland and to encourage business and commerce to close on that day and that the day appointed be the Christian Sabbath.
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-06/bb-09-04i.htm


	Race Relations

Holyrood Petitions (continued)
(PE993) Petition by David Walker calling for the Scottish Parliament to amend the Education (Scotland) Act 1980 to remove the statutory requirement on education authorities to provide religious observance in Scottish schools.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-06/bb-09-04i.htm
Westminster Parliamentary Question
Tim Loughton [88022]: To ask the Secretary of State for Education and Skills what guidance is followed when Asian children are placed for fostering or adoption with other Asian families from different religious backgrounds.

Reply from Parmjit Dhanda: The national minimum standards for fostering services make clear that proper consideration should be given to a child’s racial, religious, cultural and linguistic background when making any decisions regarding the care of that child. In cases where a child is placed with carers who do not share his or her ethnicity or culture, the standards state that the responsible authority should provide the foster family with additional training, support and information to enable the child to receive the best possible care and to develop a positive understanding of his or her heritage. It is for fostering providers themselves to determine the most appropriate arrangements for doing so. Volume 3 of the ‘Children Act Guidance and Regulations’ does, however, recognise that

“the religion of foster parents [...] may in some cases be more important than their ethnic origin.”

With regard to adoption, the 2005 statutory guidance on the Adoption and Children Act 2002 requires adoption agencies to consider the child’s religious and cultural upbringing as well as any wishes and feelings which the child’s parent or guardian may have about the child’s religious and cultural upbringing. The guidance also requires agencies to provide the child with counselling, in a manner which is sensitive to the child’s religious beliefs.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm060904/text/60904w2302.htm#06090723000013 
Press Release 
CRE Chair warns against 'policy-making by panic'
http://www.cre.gov.uk/default.aspx.locid-0hgnew0ji.htm 



	Race Relations (continued)
News
Choice is for minorities too 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/Columnists/Column/0,,1859740,00.html 

Migrants changing Britain, says race chief
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/main.jhtml?xml=/news/2006/08/30/nphillips30.xml 
Race chief could be in the BNP, says Livingstone
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/article/0,,2-2338118,00.html 
Mayor attacks CRE chief  

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/politics.cfm?id=1290472006
Mayor in row over Nazi jibe   

http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/tm_objectid=17661070%26method=full%26siteid=66633%26he adline=mayor%2din%2drow%2dover%2dnazi%2djibe%2d-name_page.html
Mr Multicultural shows his teeth   

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/newspaper/0,,176-2339783,00.html
New integration panel is labelled a political fix   
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/main.jhtml?xml=/news/2006/09/03/nmulti03.xml
Misbah, the media and a sad story of prejudice   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/features/69344.html
Molly case reveals hidden prejudice   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/opinion.cfm?id=1316512006
Incoherent on cohesion

http://www.guardian.co.uk/comment/story/0,,1862510,00.html 

Muslim fears   

http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/tm_objectid=17706849%26method=full%26siteid=66633%26headline=muslim%2dfears%2d-name_page.html
Learning how to tap Muslim talent   

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/newspaper/0,,176-2350343,00.html
Media 'contributing to rise of Islamophobia'   

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/main.jhtml?xml=/news/2006/09/10/nterr10.xml
Muslims feel they are 'under attack'    

http://news.independent.co.uk/uk/this_britain/article1433447.ece
TOP


	Race Equality
Westminster Parliamentary Question
Lynne Featherstone [88668]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department why there has been slippage in reducing race inequalities and building community cohesion in relation to Strategic Objective PSA7.

Reply from Meg Munn: Perceptions of discrimination by key public services
The PSA examines an aggregate target; it seeks to decrease the percentage of BME people who believe that one or more of the eight key public services (the five CJS agencies (Police Service, Prison Service, Courts, CPS and Probation), local GPs, local schools and council housing / housing associations) would discriminate against them and the percentage of BME people feeling they would be treated worse than people of other races by one or more of eight public service organisations has remained unchanged since 2001.

This data is disappointing but it is positive to note that individually perceptions of discrimination among BME people across the range of key public services have fallen since 2001, with the exception of council housing/housing associations where the figure remains the same.

We are keen to learn what the key factors are which influence people’s views of prejudice and have commissioned research into the drivers of perception which will report this autumn. We hopeful that final report from this research will enhance our knowledge in this area and our ability to assess what more might be done.

Perceptions of discrimination in the labour market
On the labour market side, HOCS 2005 provided the first milestone since the 2003 baseline. Although there is no significant change on 2003, movement is in the right direction for one of the elements (refused a job). The percentage of people perceiving that they have been discriminated against because of their race when applying for a promotion did not change significantly although it has not moved positively in the direction we would have hoped.

We recognise the need to address issues of progression in the work place for ethnic minorities The CRE’s new “Code of Practice on Racial Equality in Employment” took effect from 6 April and will help business to promote diversity, by providing case studies, best practice and other practical guidance. In addition, the Ethnic Minority Employment Task Force, led by the Minister for employment and welfare reform is coordinating work to improve employment chances for ethnic minorities.

Perceptions of community cohesion
As the data for this element of the target was only baselined in the Citizenship Survey 2005, there is no current slippage here.
Reply continued on next page



	Race Equality

Westminster Parliamentary Question (continued)
Reply continued from previous page
General
A perceptions based target, this objective is extremely challenging. It requires not just working towards ensuring that the experiences that people have are fair and can be seen to be fair, but also tackling the inequalities which still exist for many groups and being open about the progress we are making and the work which remains to be done.

This work is a long term objective and the impact that any progress made has on changing perceptions broadly, may take time to be seen in the data collected for this PSA. The PSA forms part of the Government’s strategy to increase race equality and community cohesion, “Improving Opportunity, Strengthening Society”, and the first annual progress report on this will be published this summer.
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm060904/text/60904w2268.htm#0609077000031 
Press Releases 
Trevor Phillips appointed as chair of new equality and human rights body    

http://www.cre.gov.uk/Default.aspx.LocID-0hgnew0k1.RefLocID-0hg00900c002.Lang-EN.htm
Trevor Phillips appointed Chair of the Commission for Equality and Human Rights    

http://www.cre.gov.uk/Default.aspx.LocID-0hgnew0k1.RefLocID-0hg00900c002.Lang-EN.htm
Launch of interim report into BME women in the workplace

http://www.eoc.org.uk/Default.aspx?page=19443 

New publications
Department for Culture, Media and Sport Race Equality Scheme 2006-2008

http://www.culture.gov.uk/NR/rdonlyres/D23AB455-586C-4B5C-B32F-EF190781D4D6/0/RaceEqualityScheme20068.pdf 

Race Equality Impact Assessment - Education Appeal Committees   
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/148130/0039406.pdf
Moving on up? Bangladeshi, Pakistani and Black Caribbean women and work
http://www.eoc.org.uk/PDF/BME_GFI_early_findings_England.pdf 




	Race Relations (continued)
News
Hungarian academic 'rejected by Heriot-Watt'   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1273012006
Equality law powers 'under-used'

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/5297802.stm 

Second generation ethnic minorities make 'remarkable progress' in work
http://news.independent.co.uk/uk/this_britain/article1222828.ece 

Phillips to head giant equality commission    

http://observer.guardian.co.uk/uk_news/story/0,,1863962,00.html
Ministers pick Phillips to lead new human rights and equalities body     

http://www.guardian.co.uk/guardianpolitics/story/0,,1864143,00.html
STUC urges new head of Commission for Equality and Human Rights to address all types of Discrimination 

http://www.stuc.org.uk/press-releases/294/stuc-urges-new-head-of-commission-for-equality-and-human-rights-to-address-all-types-of-discrimination 

Black Trade Unionists celebrate 10 years of campaigning in Scotland and promote positive images of black people

http://www.stuc.org.uk/press-releases/292/black-trade-unionists-celebrate-10-years-of-campaigning-in-scotland-and-promote-positive-images-of-black-people 
TOP



	Racism
Holyrood Parliamentary Question
Donald Gorrie (S2W-28189): To ask the Scottish Executive how many alleged offences aggravated by religious prejudice were committed in each sheriffdom or local authority area in (a) 2003-04, (b) 2004-05 and (c) 2005-06 and how many of these offences (i) were reported by the police, (ii) were brought to court and (iii) resulted in convictions.
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-06/bb-09-08e.htm



	Racism (continued)
Westminster Parliamentary Question
Diane Abbott [71940]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what progress has been made in setting up a national forum against (a) extremism and (b) Islamophobia as proposed in response to the 7 July bombings.

Reply from Meg Munn: Six regional forums are to be created, led by key individuals and bringing together members of local Muslim communities, law enforcement and public service agencies to discuss how to tackle extremism and Islamophobia in their area. The forums will provide a safe space for sharing views and developing new thinking and action plans for dealing with extremism. The first 3 Forums have taken place in Leicester (18 June), Redbridge (24 June), and Dudley (3 July). A further three are planned before November.

A national forum against extremism has been formed by 12 Muslim organisations; they plan to hold a conference in the autumn.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm060904/text/60904w2276.htm#0609077000081 
New publications
Report of the All-Party Parliamentary Inquiry into Antisemitism

http://thepcaa.org/Report.pdf 

Never Again!: Does Holocaust education have an effect on pupils’ citizenship values and attitudes?   
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/147037/0038530.pdf
Zahid Mubarek Inquiry Report   

volume 1   http://report.zahidmubarekinquiry.org.uk/volume_one.pdf
volume 2   http://report.zahidmubarekinquiry.org.uk/volume_two.pdf
News
Prosecutors claim keeper was not warned over blessing   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/68887.html
Blessing fiasco belies anti-sectarian success   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/features/68894.html
Kelly wades into Boruc rap row   

http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/tm_objectid=17637932%26method=full%26siteid=66633%26headline=kelly%2dwades%2dinto%2dboruc%2drap%2drow-name_page.html



	Racism

News (continued)
Boruc caution is out of line   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1265732006
Polarised view of blessing   

http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149212&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149702&contentPK=15266276&folderPk=85910&pNodeId=149693
Boruc caution 'nothing to do with religion'   

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/hi/news/5056431.html
First Minister attacks ‘misinterpretation’   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/68982.html
Celtic footballer ‘not cautioned for blessing’   

http://www.thecourier.co.uk/output/2006/08/29/newsstory8699591t0.asp
He 'smiled and made come-on gestures'   

http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/tm_objectid=17642031%26method=full%26siteid=66633%26headline=he%2d%2dsmiled%2dand%2dmade%2dcome%2don%2dgestures%2d%2d-name_page.html
Red card for football hooligans and bigots   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1278232006
Clubs given anti-racism backing

http://www.noticias.info/asp/aspComunicados.asp?nid=214324&src=0 

Old Firm songs ‘not sectarian’ says MSP   

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/newspaper/0,,176-2340945,00.html
Kidnap claim ‘shows media bias’  

http://www.sundayherald.com/57728
McConnell praises Gers' bigotry fight   

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/hi/news/5056744.html
Praise for Murray and Rangers over sectarianism stance   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/69400.html
Seminar helps frontline police officers tackle racism and sectarianism   

http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149664&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149490&contentPK=15337004&folderPk=85696


	Racism

News (continued)
Targeting Asians is not common sense, it's racist

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/article/0,,200-2339765,00.html
Khan withdraws claim that force 'institutionally racist'   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/edinburgh.cfm?id=1317082006
Attacks on Jews soar since Lebanon

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/newspaper/0,,175-2339394,00.html 

Britain's Jews facing trouble after 350 years   

http://news.scotsman.com/latest.cfm?id=1306172006
Critics of Israel 'fuelling hatred of British Jews'

http://observer.guardian.co.uk/uk_news/story/0,,1863808,00.html 

Police accused of inaction as anti-Jewish alliance emerges   

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/newspaper/0,,173-2346373,00.html
British Jews 'face rising prejudice'   

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/main.jhtml?xml=/news/2006/09/07/nreligion207.xml
MPs demand action to counter rise in anti-semitic attacks    

http://politics.guardian.co.uk/homeaffairs/story/0,,1866398,00.html
Action urged on anti-Semitism study   

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/pages/live/articles/news/news.html?in_article_id=404002&in_page_id=1770
On the run from racists   

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/hi/news/5056862.html
Black teachers face bullying and racism, survey finds

http://www.guardian.co.uk/race/story/0,,1867526,00.html 

Race concerns as schoolchildren's attitudes towards English revealed   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1332432006
Scotland buries sectarian past   

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/newspaper/0,,176-2351282,00.html
TOP


	Other Holyrood
Written Question
Campbell Martin (S2W-27926): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it considers that treating liability insurance as remuneration in kind in respect of charity trustees will encourage or discourage individuals to take up such positions and whether it will consider introducing amending legislation to remove the interpretation of liability insurance as a benefit in kind to charity trustees.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-06/bb-08-28e.htm
Parliamentary Motion
Chris Ballance (S2M-4765): An Ethical Policy for Scotland—That the Parliament asks the Scottish Executive to acknowledge that, as Scotland increasingly becomes an actor on the world stage, it has a moral responsibility to engage ethically with other countries and to defend human rights abroad as well as at home.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-06/bb-09-08f.htm
Press Release
Human Tissue Act comes into force   

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2006/08/31125311
New publications
Protecting Vulnerable Groups: Scottish Vetting and Barring Scheme Analysis of the Consultation 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2006/08/16155712/20
Provision for Community Language Learning in Scotland    

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/147468/0038823.pdf
TOP



	Other Westminster
Parliamentary Question
Edward Leigh [88599]: To ask the Secretary of State for Education and Skills if he will bring forward measures to enable any charitable organisation run by a minority philosophical faith group, or groups, whose schools do not receive Government funding due to their small size to set up a single academy with the power to manage multiple schools affiliated to that academy.

Reply from Jim Knight: There is no reason why, under current legislation, such a group could not bring forward proposals to establish an academy, provided of course that the potential sponsors can fully meet the conditions required of sponsors and for the establishment of individual academies.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm060904/text/60904w2305.htm#06090723000038 

New publication
BME Remittance Survey

http://www.dfid.gov.uk/pubs/files/ukremittancessurvey.pdf 
TOP



	Other News
September Removal of Ceased Charities    

The Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR) has published a new list of 641 charities which have failed to respond to efforts to make contact. These charities will all be removed from the Register on 21st September unless they contact OSCR before that date and ask OSCR to review its decision. Any charity that not do so they will have to submit a new application to OSCR if it wishes to recover charitable status.
http://www.oscr.org.uk/NewsItem.aspx?ID=278f51c4-71cb-495b-9e4f-2f3a84a7c47c
Charity regulators merge in joint body   

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/hi/news/5056443.html
Ethics code bans police from joining Orange Order   

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/newspaper/0,,176-2340944,00.html
Rehoming of family could cost £240,000   

http://www.thecourier.co.uk/output/2006/08/28/newsstory8696104t0.asp



	Other News (continued)
£250k bill to move travellers   

http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/tm_objectid=17637893%26method=full%26siteid=66633%26headline=%2dpound%2d250k%2dbill%2dto%2dmove%2dtravellers%2d-name_page.html
CRE turns spotlight on regeneration with launch of formal investigation
http://www.cre.gov.uk/Default.aspx.LocID-0hgnew0jz.RefLocID-0hg00900c008.Lang-EN.htm 
TOP



	Bills in Progress

** New or updated this week
Holyrood
Adoption and Children Bill (Education)

Bill   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/61-adoptChild/b61s2-introd.pdf
Stage 1 

Adult Support and Protection Bill

Bill   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/62-adultSupport/b62s2-introd.pdf
Stage 1

Bankruptcy and Diligence Bill (Enterprise and Culture Committee)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/billsInProgress/bankruptcy.htm 

Stage 2

Criminal Proceedings etc (Reform) Bill

Bill   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/55-criminalProceedings/b55s2-introd.pdf
Stage 1

Legal Profession and Legal Aid (Scotland) Bill
Bill   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/56-legalProfession/b56s2-introd.pdf 

Stage 1

St Andrew’s Day Bank Holiday Bill (Enterprise and Culture)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/billsInProgress/stAndrews.htm
Stage 1




	Bills in Progress
Holyrood (continued)
Scottish Commissioner for Human Rights Bill (Justice 1)
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/pdfs/billProgress/Progress_ScottishCommissionerHR_Bill.pdf 

Stage 1

Bills in Progress
Westminster
Assisted Dying for the Terminally Ill Bill

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200506/ldbills/036/2006036.pdf  

Legislative and Regulatory Reform Bill

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmbills/111/2006111.pdf
Scottish Parliament (Candidates) Bill

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200506/ldbills/073/2006073.pdf 

Violent Crime Reduction Bill

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmbills/066/2006066.htm
TOP



	Consultations (closing date)
** New or updated this week
Scottish Social Services Council Policies and Procedures with particular reference to the Race Relations Act 1976 as amended (22 September 2006)

http://www.sssc.uk.com/News+and+Events/Projects+and+Consultations/Consultation+on+policies+and+procedures.htm 
Transforming Public Services: The Next Phase of Reform   (no closing date given)
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/130092/0031160.pdf
Community Engagement “Planning with People” (13 October 2006)
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/136055/0033719.pdf 


	Consultations (continued)
Department for the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs Joint Equality Scheme 

(24 October 2006) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/joint-equality/jes-draft.pdf 

The Higher Education Programme - Consultation for Race Equality Impact Assessment Purposes (England and Wales) (31 October 2006)

http://www.dfes.gov.uk/consultations/conDocument.cfm?consultationId=1416 

** Regeneration formal investigation (31 January 2007)

http://www.cre.gov.uk/about/regeneration/callforevidence.html 
Moving on Up? Visible Minority Ethnic Women at Work (no closing date given)
http://www.eoc.org.uk/PDF/BME_women_%20Scottish_interim_report.pdf
Transformation of Work: Delivering the workplace of tomorrow for the workforce of tomorrow (no closing date given)

http://www.eoc.org.uk/PDF/Transformation_of_work.pdf 

and
http://www.eoc.org.uk/Default.aspx?page=18834 
TOP



	Funding Opportunity
Go4Volunteering (deadline for applications 30 September 2006)
Scottish executive funded grants of up to £2000 to help small groups become more effective and confident about involving volunteers. For more information contact Patricia McKibben Patricia.McKibben@voluntaryactionfund.org.uk 
http://www.voluntaryactionfund.org.uk/grant-schemes/g4v 
TOP



	Events/Conferences/Training Courses
** New or updated this week

** this week!
Delivering Change

13 September in Edinburgh

Voluntary Action Fund symposium to bring together policy makers, voluntary sector organisations, funding bodies and volunteers to explore how dedicated grant programmes can make a difference to communities, to organisations and to individuals. For information contact Susan Connell susan.connell@voluntaryactionfund.org.uk / 01383 620780

Equality and Diversity Training

19 September in Inverness

Seminar exploring the myths and facts surrounding the six equality strands - race, gender, disability, religion and belief, sexual orientation and age. For information phone or e-mail 01463 258800 /  enquiries@fairwayshouse.org.uk
Race and Regeneration Conference

19 September 2006 in Glasgow

Key Lessons from Birmingham Race Action Partnership; Equality Input of Regeneration Outcome Agreements (ROAs); How can the Scottish Index of the Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation be made for relevant for Race Equality; Community Engagement – how real is it? For information contact Ingrid McClements 0141 572 1140  / Ingrid@gara.org.uk 

Positive Futures? Current asylum policy and its impact on asylum seekers in Scotland

27 September in Glasgow

Scottish Refugee Council conference to update delegates on current asylum policy in Scotland; highlight the implications of asylum policy to those working with refugees and asylum seekers; inform delegates of work being done by Scottish Refugee Council and others to influence policy and to facilitate the exchange of information between colleagues working in this area. For information contact the Clare Paterson claire.paterson@scottishrefugeecouncil.org.uk / 0141 223 7930 

Meeting the Needs of Black & Minority Ethnic Children 
27 September 2006 in Glasgow

For information contact BAAF Scotland (British Association of Adoption and Fostering)  scotland@baaf.org.uk / 0131 220 4749
Monitoring and Evaluation

3 October 2006 in Glasgow

SCVO seminar to provide a good understanding of the principles, techniques and skills required for effective monitoring and evaluation. For information contact Jane Baillie training@scvo.org.uk / 0131 474 8019



	Events/Conferences/Training Courses (continued)
Current Issues in Asylum

10 October 2006 in Glasgow

Legal Services Agency seminar aimed at people who require a day-to-day understanding of the asylum system. For information contact: LSA 0141 353 3354 / seminars@lsa.org.uk or see www.lsa.org.uk 
CRE Race Convention 2006
27 and 28 November 2006 in London

This year the Commission for Racial Equality - established by the 1976 Race Relations Act to lead the fight against discrimination and to promote good race relations - celebrates its 30th anniversary. To mark the occasion, the CRE is convening an international race convention - the first of its kind in the UK. It will be a landmark event with high-profile speakers, up-to-the-minute debate, practical workshops, a host of cultural activities and fantastic networking opportunities. 

For information contact Laura Brownlee laura.brownlee@neilstewartassociates.co.uk / 

020 7324 4372 / or see  http://www.raceconvention2006.com/home.html 
TOP



	Useful Links
Scottish Parliament   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/home.htm 
Scottish Executive   http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Home 
Westminster Parliament   http://www.parliament.uk/ 
Directgov (links to Government Departments)   http://www.direct.gov.uk/Dl1/Directories/AToZOfCentralGovernment/fs/en?CONTENT_ID=10013528&chk=8b2gQw 
European Parliament   http://www.europarl.eu.int/parliament/public.do?language=en 

One Scotland Many Cultures http://www.onescotland.com/onescotland/osmc_display_home.jsp?pContentID=2&p_applic=CCC&pElementID=1&pMenuID=1&p_service=Content.show& 
Commission for Racial Equality   http://www.cre.gov.uk/index.html 
Equal Opportunities Commission   www.eoc.org.uk



	Events/Conferences/Training Courses (continued)
ACAS   www.acas.org.uk
SCVO   http://www.scvo.org.uk/scvo/Home/Home.aspx 
Civic Forum   http://www.civicforum.org.uk/ 
Volunteer Development Scotland   www.vds.org.uk 
Social Economy Scotland   http://www.socialeconomyscotland.info/content/index.asp 
Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR)   http://www.oscr.org.uk/Index.stm 
Central Registered Body for Scotland (CRBS)   http://www.crbs.org.uk/ 
Disclosure Scotland   http://www.disclosurescotland.co.uk/ 
BBC News24   http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/default.stm 
BBC Parliament online   http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/programmes/bbc_parliament/default.stm 
TOP
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